Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.4.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 2000) ; cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/ MSC, 2000) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Comment Senecio laetus Edgew. grows in Guizhou province of China, and is traditionally used by the locals as medicine having effects on clearing fever and detoxifcation and relieving cough activities. As a part of our research on biological resources in the western area in China, the title compound, an eremophilenolide, was isolated. The compound was identified by NMR spectra, which were compared with the previous reports (Wang et al., 2000; Fu et al., 2007) . Herewith, we present its crystal structure.
The molecule consists of a fused three-ring system A/B/C (Fig.1 ). The rings A(C10-C6/C11)and B(C6-C3/C12-C11) are cis-fused; the hydroxy group at C12 site has the same β-orientation as the two methyl groups at C10 and C11. Rings A and B both are in chair conformations. The lactone ring has an envelope-like conformation with the atoms C1-C4 and O2 deviating from its mean plane by -0.002 (1), 0.008 (1), -0.010 (1), 0.007 (1) and -0.003 (1), respectively. The inter-molecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds apparently stabilize the crystal structure linking molecules into chains along [1 0 0].
Experimental
The air-dried whole plants of Senecio laetus (0.7 kg) were pulverized and triply extracted with MeOH (each time for 7 days) at room temperature. The extract was concentrated to give a residue (67 g), which was further separated by CC (SiO 2 , 200-300mesh, petroleum ether/EtOAc (20:1, 15:1, 10:1, 8:1, 5:1, 3:1, 2:1, 1:1 (v/v)) to yield 8 fractions: Fr. 1-8.
Each fraction was examined by TLC and combined to afford many subfractions. Fr.5a (0.5 g) was subjected to CC (SiO 2 , 200-300mesh, petroleum ether/ EtOAc 10:1, 5:1 (v/v)) to provide the title compound (20 mg). 1 H and 13 C NMR spectral data of this compound was recorded on Bruker-AV-500 s pectrometer, using CDCl 3 as solvent and Me 4 Si as internal standard.
The stereochemistry was established by the X-ray diffraction experiment.
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions [d(O-H) = 0.82 Å] and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) or 1.5Ueq(C,O). The positions of methyl and hydroxy hydrogens were rotationally optimized. In the absence of any significant anomalous scatterers in the molecule, the absolute configuration has been arbitrarily assigned. Friedel pairs have been averaged. supplementary materials sup-7 Fig. 1 
